Camrose County

Outlook

October 2021 Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
• Strategic Planning. .  .  .  .  . 1
• Municipal Election. .  .  . 1, 2
• Provincial Referendum. . 3
• Provincial Senate Vote. .  . 4
• Project Updates . .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Strategic Planning
Over the past year, the entire organization
has participated in a service review and
strategic planning initiative. Council
has set the over-arching vision of the
municipality and each department has
inventoried the services they provide
to the ratepayers, and how those
services work to accomplish the vision
of the County. Rankings are given to
the various service programs to reflect their
weight based on the congruence of that
service with the stated goals.

Visit the County website to review the
2022-2025 Strategic Plan document
You can find it on the “I Want to” Menu, under
View, or on the County Administration Page.
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Municipal Election: Monday, October 18
ADVANCE POLL: If you are unable to vote on October 18th,
there is an advance poll October 7th from 11 AM to 7 PM at the County
Administration Office. All eligible voters within Camrose County – no
matter which division they live – are able to vote at the Advance Polling
Station on October 7th.

Phone: 780-672-4446 • Fax: 780-672-1008
Camrose County, 3755 - 43 Avenue, Camrose, Alberta T4V 3S8
Email: county@county.camrose.ab.ca • Website: county.camrose.ab.ca

(Municipal Election continued from page 1)

Municipal Election: Monday, October 18
You are eligible to vote if you meet ALL
of the following criteria:
• You are at least 18 years of age on or before Election
Day (October 18, 2021)
• You are a Canadian Citizen
• Your place of residence is in the voting Division on
Election Day, and you are a resident of Alberta.
• You have provided the required proof of eligibility as
required by the Local Authorities Election Act
• You have not already voted before in this election.
All voters must provide identification as proof of
name and home address. To view the list of acceptable
identification, please visit the County website.

COUNCIL CANDIDATES
On October 18th, Camrose County
residents will go to the polls.
Council Candidates are as follows:
Councillor – Division 1:
• BERGSTROM, Carl Craig
• FORSTER, Karen Ruth
• SPRUYT, Kassandra
Councillor –Division 2:
• TRAUTMAN, Cindy - Acclaimed
Councillor –Division 3:
• BERTSCHI, Ernie
• JENKINSON, Lynne
• SROKA, Tina
• SZOTT, Corey
Councillor –Division 4:
• DEBOGORSKI, Angie
• MASSON, Bernadette (Bernie)
• SIMPSON, Don

Owning property in an area
does not qualify you to vote
there, you must reside in the
Municipality and Division where
you vote. Even if your division
does not have a municipal
election (only one candidate
is running and are therefore
acclaimed) you will still have a polling station available to
vote for other items.
Polling stations will be open from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM.

Polling Stations By Division

Division 7 Polling Stations:
Hay Lakes Community Center
Armena Lutheran Church

Division 4 Polling Stations:
Camrose County Admin Building
Bittern Lake Community Hall

Division 2 Polling Station:
New Norway Hall

Councillor –Division 5:
• LEE, Robert Ellsworth
• WETTHUHN, Carlene
• WILLOUGHBY, Brian
Councillor –Division 6:
• BANACK, Jordon
• CRICHTON, Kael
• HEIN, Joel
Councillor –Division 7:
• GIRVAN, John
• LYSENG, Douglas

Division 1 Polling Stations:
Bashaw Community Hall
Meeting Creek Hall

Division 6 Polling Stations:
Kingman Community Hall
Round Hill Community Hall

Division 5 Polling Stations:
Bawlf Community Centre
Ohaton Community Hall

Division 3 Polling Stations:
Kelsey Hall
Rosalind Community Hall
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Provincial Referendum Questions
Daylight Savings:
Do you want Alberta to adopt
year-round Daylight Saving
Time, which is summer hours,
eliminating the need to change
our clocks twice a year?
Possible answers: Yes or No. A vote “Yes” means you
support a permanent change to summer hours and no
longer turning clocks forward in March and backward in
November. A vote “No” means you support continuing the
current practice of turning the clocks forward in March and
backward in November.
The response of Albertans will be legally binding for the
Alberta Government. However due to the time needed
to implement the change if a vote of “Yes” is given by the
majority, Albertans will continue to change their clocks in
the fall of 2021 and spring of 2022.

Possible Answers: Yes or No. A vote of “Yes” means
that you support the removal of Section 36(2) from the
Constitution Act, ending the practice of equalization
payments. A vote of “No” means that you support keeping
Section 36(2) in the Constitution Act, continuing the
practice of equalization payments. As amending the
Constitution Act, 1982 is federal jurisdiction, the result of
this vote is binding only on the provincial government to
pursue the action directed by the majority vote, not on
the federal government to amend the Constitution Act,
1982. To remove or amend the Constitution, the federal
government and the other provinces and territories would
need to enter into discussions about the proposed change.
Background: The equalization program began in 1957 to
mitigate horizontal fiscal imbalance between provinces.
The Constitution commits the government to ensure
everyone has access to “reasonably comparable levels
of public services at reasonable comparable levels of
taxation.” Some provinces have a lower ability to raise
revenues. This is their “Fiscal Capacity”. Equalization – in
its basic form – tops up the provinces with below average
fiscal capacity to the national average level. [Finances of the
Nation, A New Tool to Understand Equalization Payments in
Canada, February 23, 2021]

Background: Daylight Saving Time was introduced in
Alberta about 50 years ago (1971 plebiscite). In the spring,
clocks are moved forward an hour (Spring Ahead) and
in the fall, clocks are moved back (Fall Back). The impact
of seasonal natural light changes increase the further
you move from the equator, impacting northern Alberta
Alberta has not received funding under the program
significantly more than southern Alberta. Saskatchewan
since 1965. The gap between the “have” and “have not”
is permanently on standard time, and BC has tabled
provinces is an ongoing economic concern and cause
legislation to move to permanent daylight-saving time (BC
of regional tensions. Much of the gap stems from huge
will implement the change when the US states in their time
differences in geography, population, and economic
zone move to permanent Daylight Saving Time). Although
activity among provinces, which makes
many have discussed the impacts on health from changing
any attempt to “equalize” these differences
clocks twice a year, there are also many heath experts
challenging. The following chart shows the
that indicate remaining on summer hours will also impact
equalization payments for the last 5 years.
health. Traditional Daylight Saving Time maximizes natural
light. Under the year-rround Daylight Saving Time there will
be less light in the morning during the
winter months (In Camrose, sunrise
Province
2021-22
2020-21
2019-20
2018-19
2017-18
will be at 9:42 on December 21
		
$M
$M
$M
$M
$M
instead of 8:42). Experts in favour
of moving to permanent Daylight
Quebec
13,119
13,253
13,124
11,732
11,081
Saving Time cite the benefits of it as
Manitoba
2,719
2,510
2,255
2,037
1,820
eliminating the need to move the
Nova Scotia
2,315
2,146
2,015
1,933
1,779
clocks twice a year, and the resulting
complications for children and pets
New Brunswick
2,274
2,210
2,023
1,874
1,760
from the time change.
Prince Edward Island
484
454
419
419
390
Equalization Payments:
Should section 36(2) of the
Constitution Act 1982 – Parliament
and the government of Canada’s
commitment to the principle of
making equalization payments –
be removed from the constitution?

Ontario

0

0

0

963

1,424

Alberta

0

0

0

0

0

British Columbia

0

0

0

0

0

Newfoundland
and Labrador

0

0

0

0

0

Saskatchewan

0

0

0

0

0

TOTAL

20,911

20,573

19,619

18,958

18,254

Provincial Senate Vote

2021 Projects

The Order in Council and Writ of Election for the 2021 Alberta
Senate Election was issued on June 23, 2021, to hold an
election to select 3 Senate nominees who may be summoned
to the Senate of Canada, to fill a vacancy or vacancies relating
to Alberta. The Senate Election will take place on October
18, 2021, in conjunction with the 2021 Alberta Municipal
Elections. For full details on Senate candidates, please visit
the Elections Alberta website.

Sand and Salt Shed – this facility was

Regional Fire Hall
Camrose County is pleased to announce
the completion of the Regional Fire Hall
to serve the New Norway, Ferintosh
and Edberg areas. The new Fire Hall is
a simple 4-bay building with a locker
room and training area, constructed by
Align Builders. The chosen site along
Highway 609 between Ferintosh and
Edberg just east of Range Road 211 has
good highway access and is adjacent
to the new leg of the Highway 12/21
regional waterline and is central to the
combined fire districts. The final cost of
the project was $710,000, funded by the
Municipal Sustainability Provincial Grant
and some reserves.
The Regional Fire Hall consolidates the
costs of operating the two County fire
hall buildings into just one building.
It will also act as a central site for
equipment, meaning that money can
be invested in improved equipment
for one hall that can be used for the
whole area. The Village
of Edberg is a partner in
this project and Camrose
County is pleased to
work with the Village of
Edberg Fire Department
to streamline and
centralize these services.

The project will be
completed at the end of
October, and a grand opening
celebration is expected before
the end of the year.

constructed at the County Admin building and Public
Works Yard and will improve access to sand and salt used
on winter roads. The project was completed with funding
from the Provincial Municipal Sustainability program.

Seed Cleaning Plant – A new landmark is taking shape on the east side

of Camrose. The new Seed Cleaning Plant is well underway and expected to be in
operation in mid 2022. Check out the County website for updates and more detailed
information.
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Agriculture Update
The 2021 Harvest is in the books and for the most part, Camrose
County area farmers are pleased with the results. Compared to
many areas of the province the County received adequate rain
and sun to produce average crops. The adjacent map shows
precipitation for the area over the growing season compared to
the long-term normal precipitation.

I.D. WOOD BUFFALO

MACKENZIE CO.

CO. NORTHERN LIGHTS
R.M. WOOD BUFFALO

County Campground Update
The County Campgrounds had
another exceptional year. The weather
cooperated and many hot sunny days
were enjoyed at the campgrounds
this summer. Upgrades were made to
the electrical service at Pelican Point
earlier this year with funds from the
Municipal Sustainability Program.
This alleviated many of the issues
with power that the campground has
experienced in the past.

March 4, 2022, will be the
last day to buy 2% strychnine
from Camrose County
before it is de-registered.
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extremely low

once in 25 to 50 years

very low

once in 12 to 25 years

low

once in 6 to 12 years
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once in 3 to 6 years

near normal

once in 3 years

moderately high

once in 3 to 6 years

high

once in 6 to 12 years

very high

once in 12 to 25 years

extremely high

once in 25 to 50 years

wettest

M.D. PROVOST

< once in 50-years

CLEARWATER CO.
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CO. PAINTEARTH

RED DEER
RED DEER CO.

Central

MOUNTAN VIEW CO.
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no data
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Near-real-time weather data was assembled and quality controlled by Alberta Agriculture
and Forestry. The frequency of occurrence was based on historical weather
data from the 1961-2020 period, interpolated to township centres using AbClime-3.6
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Compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Natural Resource Management Branch
Created on September 22, 2021

Visit weatherdata.ca for additional maps and meteorological data

Driveway Snowplowing
• Request County driveway
snowplowing online (link
on the County Homepage)
or in person at the County
Office. The app is available for
approximately the first 48 hours
during a snowfall.
• $40 per plowing. Each plowing
instance must be requested
separately and cannot be preordered. Interest will accrue on
unpaid invoices and plowing
service will not occur if the
account is in arrears.

• Camrose County Graders will
plow driveways when they
are in your area during their
regular plowing route. If you
require immediate service,
please contact a Private Snow
Removal contractor as County
Graders will plow when they
are in your area – not on
demand.
You can find a list of private snow removal contractors at

www.camrosedirectory.ca/categories/
snow-removal-residential-1018.

Lithium Batteries
Any landfill or transfer site in
Alberta is experiencing difficulties
with proper disposal of lithium
batteries, and Camrose County
facilities are no exception.
Lithium batteries are found in
more and more items: cell phones,
digital cameras, calculators,
power tools, toys, laser pointers,
remote car starters, etc., and
are the backbone of the mobile
electronics revolution. These
batteries are more powerful,
lighter and cheaper than
traditional batteries; however,
that convenience comes at a risk.
The technology of the lithium
battery is not intrinsically safe.
Short circuit, overcharge, crushing
and high temperatures can lead
to thermal runaway, fire and even
explosions. These circumstances
can be adequately avoided while
the battery is in use, but when the
item or the battery is disposed of

Lithium-ion batteries are
recyclable, but they don’t
go in the recycling bin!
and ends up in a landfill or
even a recycling facility the
consequences can be dangerous.
The design of residential garbage
and recycling systems (pushing
into piles, puncture, crushing,
and compressing with large
equipment) easily leads to
damage to the batteries which
then leads to explosions and fires.
There have been many reported
fires across North America, and
the West Dried Meat Lake Landfill
has had 7 in the last year. In one
instance a lithium battery caused
a small explosion.

?

S

o, what can you do with your
lithium batteries when you are done
with them or the electronic item they are in

✔

How to properly recycle
lithium-ion batteries:

• Remove the battery from the device if possible.
• Store batteries in a cool, dry place such as a
plastic container.
• If the batteries are physically damaged, store
them in an insulated plastic bag to avoid any
short-circuiting.
• Recycle your batteries in a local battery dropoff bin or at a recycling centre. Batteries
are accepted at Staples, The Source, and in
designated bins at the WDML Landfill.



What to avoid when recycling
lithium-ion batteries:

• Do not throw out batteries in your regular
household garbage or recycling bin, and do not
put them in the transfer site bins or dump them
at the landfill
• Do not burn batteries in a fire, they may explode.
• Don’t mix damaged, and non-damaged
batteries.
• Avoid storing batteries in metal containers.
• Don’t store batteries for a long period of time.

7

Camrose County Outlook - October 2021

Renumbering

the Portion of Highway 834 Between
Highways 13 and 26 To Highway 56

HWY 26

Y1

3

After the election on October 18th, the acclaimed
candidates and the newly elected officials will be sworn into
office. Each of the 7 divisions of the County has one seat on
Council. At the Organizational Meeting (first meeting after
the election and occurring every fall), the Councillors will
nominate and elect a Reeve for the ensuing year and the
Councillors will be appointed to various committees. Some
of the committees are internal, such as Emergency Services,
Recreation and Health & Safety, and other are external
appointments, such as Parkland Regional Library and the
Camrose Regional Exhibition, to name a few.
Councillor orientation and training sessions will be
scheduled throughout the fall, both internally (hosted by
Camrose County staff ) and externally (sessions hosted by
Reynolds Mirth Richards & Farmer LLP). One of the first
tasks that will come before the new Council is the Budget
for 2022. The County prepares a 3-year operating budget

FARMZY

HWY 56

Election Day – Then What?

HWY 56

HW

HWY 834

Effective mid-September the 2.5 mile portion of Highway 834
between Highways 13 and 26 was renumbered to Highway 56.
The renumbering was a response to community requests to align
the numbering of this short portion of highway with the highway
directly south of Highway 13.
The highway and address signage were switched to indicate
Highway 56 in mid-September.
We appreciate your patience during the transitional period.
If you have questions, contact planning@county.camrose.ab.ca.

HWY 26

HWY

so the 2022 annual numbers will be reviewed and revised
if necessary. The 5-year capital plan will be reviewed and
passed as well.
The Fall Rural Municipalities of Alberta Convention will take
place in November and is a great opportunity for the new
and returning Councillors to network with other elected
officials, attend training sessions and workshops and hear
from Provincial Government ministers and their staff.
Council meetings take place at 9 am on the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month. Agendas for each meeting
are published on the County website the Thursday before
the meeting. You can follow the meeting through live
Twitter updates as well. The public is welcome to join us in
person or virtually if in-person attendance is restricted by
AHS.

is the creation of
5th generation Camrose County farmers, Matt and
Graham Graff. They combined their technical knowhow with their love of all things farming to create
Farmzy, an online platform that connects people with
farmers and farm adventures.
Looking to escape the city and make unique
memories? From Instagram worthy sunflower field
adventures to dairy tours, petting zoos to brewery
tours, Farmzy offers many ways to explore where your food is grown and
processed. Farm experiences are available for all ages, timelines, and budgets.
Farmzy is used by Alberta Open Farm Days and many others, including several
Camrose County farms. Think your farm has something special to show the
community? Interested in earning additional income? Add your farm experience
to Farmzy! Set up is quick, easy, and free. Find out more about this Camrose
County business at www.farmzy.ca.
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Lacombe Based Partnership
Stocks Camrose Trout Pond
“Having a cold beer after a day of fishing is an essential
part of a successful day of fishing for a lot of anglers,” said
Brad Pallister, President of Len Thompson Lures. “However,
we wanted to make this into something bigger than just a
good beer. We wanted to turn it into more of a community
initiative,” said Pallister. “We receive a small royalty on every
can of Five of Diamonds Pilsner sold, and we are donating
100% of that royalty to conservation and outdoor related
initiatives, organizations and events.”
This fall, Smokey Trout Farm Limited out of Red Deer County
stocked six different public ponds with a total of 2,800
Rainbow Trout funded by proceeds from Five of Diamonds
Pilsner sales. The Camrose County facility received the largest
amount of trout of these stockings.
“Not only is the Camrose County Conservation Centre a
beautiful location with lots of amenities for anglers, it’s also a
larger and deeper pond that has aeration. So, the trout tend to
do better over the winter,” said Pallister.
“This reclaimed gravel pit was finished in 2010. It was turned
into a conservation site so that everyone can use the property.
It’s wheelchair accessible, a good fishing spot, and has docks

and a boat launch for non-engine powered watercraft. People
use it for weddings, and it’s just a great place to go for a nice
walk,” said County Reeve Cindy Trautman.
When asked about what the extra fish mean for the Centre,
Trautman laughs. “I always get quizzed as to when and
whether the pond has been stocked. It’s very popular, so
the more fish we have in the pond, the better the fishing!
It’s wonderful for the facility, and we are so thankful to Len
Thompson Lures and
Blindman Brewing for their
donation of 1,000 fish.

(L to R) Kevin MacDonald, Manager of Agriculture Services Camrose County;
Brad Pallister, President Len Thompson Lures (also above holding fish);
Cindy Trautman, Reeve of Camrose County;
Todd Rutledge, Blindman Brewing

COVID-19

Camrose County is continuing to make every effort to limit the
spread of COVID-19. In accordance with the latest provincial
health mandates, the majority of County staff will be working
from home. We continue to offer our residents and ratepayers
essential services and we are available on the phone and by
email as always.

The office will remain open to the public; however, with
employees working from home residents are asked to contact
Camrose County by phone or email before coming to the
office.

Phone: 780-672-4446 • Fax: 780-672-1008
Camrose County, 3755 - 43 Avenue, Camrose, Alberta T4V 3S8
Email: county@county.camrose.ab.ca • Website: county.camrose.ab.ca

