
Newly elected Councillors have had a very busy fall.  
Since being elected, Camrose County Councillors 
have attended Council and committee meetings, 
multiple elected official training sessions and the RMA 
Convention in Edmonton. They have toured facilities, 
read policies and bylaws, had many meetings and met 
with staff and ratepayers. They have been appointed to 
committees and had orientation for those committees as 
well.  2021 was wrapped up with a review of the strategic 
plan for the County and then review and approval of the 
2022 interim budget.   

The councillors elected Cindy Trautman at the 
organizational meeting to serve as Reeve for 2022.  
Reeve Trautman brings enthusiasm and experience to 
the role and County staff congratulate her on continuing 
in this role for 2022.

So who are these dedicated people that are your 
representatives?  Turn the page and read a little bit about 
each of the Councillors.
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Get to know 
the new Council!



Division 1:  Carl Bergstrom: 
I have been a 60-year Camrose County resident. With my wife and 
youngest son of three children, we have a mixed grain farm in the Meeting 
Creek area that was established in 1902.  In the past I have been part of 
several community organizations.  I enjoy being active in the community 
and am a member and camper at the Bashaw Golf and Country Club.   
Along with farming, I worked for many years as a carpenter for many of 
the community neighbours.  I also have travelled and worked part time 
throughout the province with different auction companies spanning over 
the last 17 years. 
Although I have been in this position for a short period of time, I am 
enjoying the challenges that come with this job.  I have learned a great deal 
of information from many of the different groups we have been working 
with related to municipal government.  
Wishing everyone the best in 2022 and looking forward to the next four 
years serving the County and its residents.

Division 2:  Cindy Trautman:  
Pat and I have enjoyed raising our family on our property amongst the tall 
trees and the blue skies. We are fortunate to be able to share where we live 
with friends and family. During the summer I spend time working in the 
garden, flower beds, and camping.  Travelling is my favourite hobby and 
really look forward to the time when we can board a plane without thinking 
about COVID! Serving as the councillor for Division 2 has been my pleasure 
and I look forward to continuing with our new council for the next four 
years.

Division 3:  Tina Sroka 
My husband and I, with our three 
children, have been living here 
in Camrose County near Kelsey, 
for the past nine years.  We 
enjoy the country living and we 
keep cattle.  For hobbies I really 
enjoy creating and teaching arts 
and crafts as well as cooking.  I 
have been school bus driving for 
the past eight years, along with 
a few other jobs like attending to 
the Kelsey Transfer Station, before 
I became your Councillor.

Division 4:  Don Simpson 
I am a long time Camrose County resident and my wife Carol and I live on 
our family’s farm just south east of Camrose in Division 4. After I finished 
high school, I went to work in road construction for a dozen years then 
I went farming with my dad until 1994. Then I went to retail sales, first 
in fertilizer, then farm equipment in Camrose.  Over the years I have 
been on several boards: Battle River Feeders Assoc., Camrose Regional 
Exhibition for over 20 years and the Rose City Handivan.  This is my first 
term as a County Councillor, and there is a lot to learn but the new council 
have been great to work with!
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Division 5:  Carlene Wetthuhn  
I have been a resident of Camrose County for 12 years where my husband 
and I are raising our two teenage sons on an acreage south of Round Hill. I 
grew up in an oilfield family in Lloydminster and my husband grew up in the 
Killam area. After both attending Lakeland College in Vermilion, we moved to 
Calgary for further schooling and work opportunities. We started our family 
and lived in the Calgary region, and were looking to raise our boys away from 
the city and we were drawn to all that Camrose County had to offer.
I have a varied background in the environmental and regulatory sectors of 
the oil and gas industry, where I was employed for approximately 12 years. 
For the last nine years, I have been providing administrative and accounting 
support to two local businesses.
I enjoy being an active volunteer in the community; I currently am a member 
of the Kingman-Round Hill Recreation Board, the treasurer of the Round Hill 
Minor Baseball Association, and the chair of the Round Hill School Council 
and the parent society.
The last few months have been a whirlwind of orientation and training, and 
I am happy to sit on numerous internal and external committees. As your 
representative for Division 5, I look forward to engaging with our residents 
and welcome any who would like to reach out.

Division 6:  Jordon Banack  
I am Jordon Banack. I have been married to my 
wife Dianna for 10 years now and we have been 
living in the hamlet of Round Hill for the past 15 
years.  I have a red seal in carpentry and have 
been working in the trade for over 16 years. I 
also help friends in the fall with harvest and I 
am a part of the Round Hill Fire Department.  I 
enjoy playing hockey as well as hunting, fishing 
and many other things like being out in the 
community meeting people or just having a 
drink sitting by a nice fire.

Division 7:   
Doug Lyseng 
I attended the Armena 
School till it was shut 
down in 1975. From there I 
finished elementary, junior 
high and high school at Hay 
Lakes School.  During those 
years I lived and worked 
on Mom and Dad’s mixed 
farm consisting of cattle, 
chickens, pigs, and gophers. 
Fond memories.

I attended university 
at Camrose Lutheran 
College and then to UofA 
for a degree in teaching 
and psychology. I played 
hockey for the Vikings 
and sang for a group that 
travelled Western Canada 
representing the college 
and met my wife to be. 
Great times.

I taught school for 35 years between Bashaw and Hay Lakes Schools, 
mostly Social Studies and Counselling. The students were great and 
its fun to meet them on the street and try and remember who they all 
are. I really enjoy that.

I retired at 55. My Dad said I must have taken a bad fall on my head 
to try and run for county council. But here I am with a new council 
and looking forward to the next four years. My years on council have 
taught me so much and I will always be grateful for the opportunity to 
serve.



Budget

Camrose and District Support Services

Council approved the Interim Operating Budget at the 
Regular Council meeting on December 14. The budget 
supports the maintenance of existing service levels while 
managing the County’s spending in a responsible manner 
that reflects the current economic situation.  Camrose 
County has begun a priority-based budget system which is 
designed to budget for services that align with the County 
strategic principles.  The tax rate is dependent on the 
assessment values for County properties and will be set 
when the final budget is passed in April.  At the December 
meeting the estimated change to the tax rate is 2%, which 
equates to a 1% change in a residential tax bill.    

The municipal tax rate is only a portion of the total Property 
Tax Bill.  Education Tax and Police Tax are requisitions set 
by the Province.  The expectation is that Education rates 
will remain close to 2021 levels.  However, the County will 
be required to increase the police requisition from $323,176 
(2021) to $430,592 (2022).  The Police Requisition will increase 
to $644,352 in 2023.  

The capital budget is 
primarily funded by 
grants and reserves.  
Council has previewed 
the capital items and 
projects proposed 
by Administration.  
The proposed items 
include bridge projects 
(dependent on grant 
funding from the 
province), grader 
replacements (each year 
two or three graders 
are rotated out), several 
road construction 
projects, and other 
capital equipment 
replacements.  

Supporting social and community needs is one of the core 
priorities in the County Strategic Plan.  In the 2022 budget, 
Camrose County will fund the Camrose and District 
Support Services (CDSS) with a contribution of $55,515 
and the Bashaw and District Support Services (BDSS) 
with $27,760. 

CDSS is committed to supporting local preventative social 

initiatives to enhance the well-being of individuals, families 
and the community as a whole – in the rural area as well 
as in the urban centres.   Resources are available along 
with referrals and support for a wide range of needs and 
concerns.  The CDSS website and Help book (available online 
or in hard copy) detail the services available to Camrose 
County residents.

FCSS funding must be used for programs and 
services that are preventative and  

do one or more of the following:
• help people develop independence, strengthen coping 

skills and become more resistant to crisis
• build awareness of social needs
• support people in developing skills to have healthy 

relationships with others
• help individuals and communities assume responsibility 

for decisions and actions that affect them
• provide supports that help people participate in the 

community

2022 FUNDED 
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
- Camrose Boys and Girls Club
- Camrose & District Home Support
- Camrose & District Men’s Shed
- Camrose & District Pre-School
- Camrose Family Resource Centre
- Changing Ways (Family Violence Action Society)
- Habitat for Humanity
- Hay Lakes & District Playschool
- OSCAR Out-of-School Child Card
- Service Options for Seniors (SOS Program)
- Summer in the Park



Haul Permit Process
Camrose County is undertaking an extensive review of 
the Haul Permitting – Road Use Agreement Process.  This 
review includes researching other municipalities’ processes, 
conducting a stakeholder survey, a Council/Administration 
round-table discussion and stakeholder focus groups.

The haul permitting system at Camrose County has two 
main purposes:  

• To ensure the roads are not being degraded or 
damaged due to hauling, and 

• To ensure that the residents along the routes are 
impacted as little as possible.

Under the current process, permits are free.  They are 
required when hauling more than five loads per day from 
the same location.  The hauler will request the permit from 
the County Public Works administration, giving details on 
what is being hauled and where.  The permits designate a 
route that is chosen based on the roads that are best able 
to handle the traffic given the current conditions.  Camrose 
County can set the dates of the permit to accommodate 

the timelines the hauler is facing.  Truckers must then carry 
the permit with them.  County Peace Officers regularly 
supervise the Haul Permits as part of their duties.  This is to 
ensure that the conditions of the permit are followed.  

In addition, Camrose County has a “traffic light” on the 
main page of the website.  This light will tell haulers 
daily if they are allowed to proceed.  This new feature 
has improved the ability of Camrose County to quickly 
react when weather conditions are adversely affecting 
the roads.  If the light 
is red, haul permits are 
temporarily suspended. 

As with Provincial 
Road bans, agricultural 
producers are exempt, 
however, contractors working for an agricultural producer, 
such as a manure hauler, are required to get a permit. 

The final results of the process review will go to Council 
early this year.  Thank you to everyone who participated! 
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Camrose and District Support Services is a Family and Community Support Services 
(FCSS) program which is a funding partnership between the Government of Alberta,  
Camrose County, and the Villages of Bawlf, Bittern Lake, Edberg, Hay Lakes,  
Rosalind and participating municipalities or Metis settlements.



Update on Enterprise Fleet model

Ag Services 
new office

Since 2019, Camrose County has used 
Enterprise Fleet for the provision of 
County SUVs, half-ton and one-ton trucks 
(20 vehicles total). These vehicles are used 
by Administration, Planning, Assessment, 
Public Works and Agriculture Services, as 
well as West Dried Meat Lake Landfill.

The fleet management model is designed 
to save on maintenance and fuel costs 
and maximize the resale value of the 
vehicles. The County is also rotating 
vehicles internally to average out mileage 
and reduce wear and tear on individual 
units. The make, model and features of 
the vehicle are chosen to meet County 

needs, but also to maximize resale values. 
The vehicles are purchased locally with 
nationally negotiated government pricing 
and then sold on the open market after 
approximately one year of service.

Since the inception of the program 
Camrose County has realized significant 
savings in fuel, maintenance and total 
vehicle costs. With the changes in the 
global auto markets, Camrose County 
has realized significant gains in the sale 
of vehicles in the program. The proceeds 
from these sales are put into a County 
Reserve for future vehicle purchases.

Agriculture Services is 
now settled in at the new 
Annex Building. Come 
and check it out at 4238 
37 Street. This move is 
in preparation for the 
decommissioning of the 
old seed cleaning plant. In 2022 the new seed cleaning plant 
east of Camrose will be completed.

Ag Services offers a broad range of agronomic services to 
residents. Find details on our website at  
www.county.camrose. ab.ca/agriculture-rural-life.


Camrose County 

Admin Building

Agriculture Services 
Building

Driveway Snowplowing
 Snow 

Event 
occurs

 Graders 
begin to 
plow their 
routes

 The online application for requesting plowing is 
available for the first 48 hours of the plowing 
cycle. You can find it on the homepage of the 
website.

Camrose County’s goal is to clear 
snow and maintain the County 
roads in the most cost efficient, 
practical, and safe way possible.

Snow plowing of private 
driveways is done by Camrose 
County as a service to County 
residents when the Grader is 
passing by. Due to the size of the 
County equipment not every 
driveway is able to be plowed, 
particularly in rural subdivisions.

It is important to note that 
Camrose County is not in the 
business of plowing driveways 
and if immediate assistance is 
needed there is a link on the 
Camrose County website with a 
list of private contractors.
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Private Snow 
Plowing

Thinking of 
planting some 

trees this year?
March 4, 2022 

is the 
LAST DAY to buy 

2% strychnine 
before it is 

de-registered.

According to Bylaw 1141 
snow cannot be pushed 
onto or across any County 
Road.  

Windrows, ridges, and 
stockpiles of snow refreeze 
which make them hazardous to 
the graders and grader wings.  
Potential damage to graders or 
vehicles may occur should they collide with these deposits of snow.

Please use the diagram as a guide during your snow removal efforts. 

Camrose County hamlet residents participated in a lead 
management study during the summer of 2021.  Lead in 
drinking water poses a serious health risk, and typically 
is the result of lead service lines, lead soldered joints 
and lead in plumbing fixtures. Camrose County owned 
infrastructure is lead free, but this study tested the water 
from taps in the homes – considering the pipes within the 
home and fixtures.  

County Utility staff sampled several homes in each hamlet.  
Two different processes were used, a random daytime 
sample and a 30-minute stagnation test.  The maximum 
acceptable concentration of lead in drinking water is 
0.0005 mg/L.  All 57 samples in Camrose County came in 
well below the standard, most at 0.0002 mg/L.  

Cheers to clean and safe drinking water! 

Lead Management Study completed in 2021

Camrose County offers free 
seedlings for use in native 
tree stands within Camrose 
County (not shelterbelts).

ForEver Green applications 
available on the website 
now.

Producers have until March of 2023 to use their 
supplies of the pesticide.

Camrose County has limited supply remaining.
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The Assessment department 
does on-site inspection of every 
property in the County every five 
years. This year inspections will 
take place in the eastern edge 
of the County, Round Hill in the 
north and down to Kelsey in the 
south. Inspections will begin in 
the spring and continue through 
summer and into fall. This process 
keeps the assessment values 
accurate and ensures that the tax 
burden is properly distributed 
among the ratepayers in the 
County.

In 2022, the inspection area 
included all properties within 
townships: 43-17, 43-18, 44-17, 

44-18, 45-17, 45-18, 46-17, 46-18, 
47-16, 47-17, 47-18, & 48-18 (red 
area on the map).

Improved properties within this 
area will be mailed an inspection 
notification letter and Request 
for Information Form. Property 
owners who fill in and return the 
form may not need an in-person 
visit from the Assessors. The 
information requested from the 
Assessors is authorized through 
the Municipal Government Act 
and is required to be provided by 
landowners for the purposes of 
the annual property assessment. 
All County Assessors carry 
Camrose County Identification.

• One Bertha Armyworm trap was over the first 
warning level of 300 moths.  Trapping continues to 
be important in 2022 to monitor this pest.

• Camrose County had the highest number of wheat 
midge in soil samples in 2021.  Producers should 
be prepared in 2022 to monitor fields as wheat 
heads out, especially if seeding is delayed and wet 
conditions prevail.

• As of October 2021, harvest progress is 99% 
complete, well ahead of the 5-year average of 71%.

Assessment:

2021 Key Highlights from Alberta 
Agriculture and Ag Services

Camrose County acknowledged long-service 
milestones at a staff breakfast in December. 
Camrose County would like to recognize the 
following staff for their dedicated service and thank 
each of them for the skills and character they bring 
to their job in service to you the ratepayers!
5 YEARS
- Roy Hoskins
- Tanner 

Korchinski
- Chad Luckwell
- Kim Hunter

10 YEARS
- Kevin Andres 
- Gerrit Beekman
- Marianne Bidal
- Darren King
- Dan Padilla
- Derek Robbins
- Curtis Smith

- Greg Wilcox
- Daryl Zimmer

15 YEARS
- Cory Campbell  

20 YEARS
- Shea-Elle  

Michie

Long-Service 
Recognition


