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Camrose County has engaged ISL Engineering and Land Services 
(ISL) to assist with a review and update of its Municipal Development 
Plan (MDP) and Land Use Bylaw (LUB). The MDP and LUB are the most 
important land use planning documents for a municipality. The MDP 
sets the future vision for the County, while the LUB guides day-to-day 
planning and development activities.

The County’s last major update to its MDP and LUB was in 2016. Over 
the last six years the document has been revised and amended in 
response to emerging issues.

County Council and Administration now want to update the MDP 
and LUB to create clear and concise documents that reflect current 
community needs and provides Council, Administration, developers, 
builders, and the public with continued confidence in the development 
process.

This MDP and LUB review and update is targeted and does not 
involve re-writing the documents. The review is focused on ways to 
improve specific policies and regulations, namely those related to the 
following topics:

• Accessory buildings;
• Alternative energy (such as bio-fuels);
• Agri-tourism;
• Confined Feeding Operations (CFOs) adjacent to recreational lakes;
• Emergent industries (such as crypto currency);
• RVs and camping in agricultural areas and the Lake Resort District; 

and
• Signage

Outlook

MDP and LUB Review and Update

Over the summer, as part of the first phase of the 
project, ISL has conducted stakeholder interviews, 
background research, and an online community survey. 
ISL will be working to incorporate feedback from 
stakeholders and the public, as well as Council and 
Administration, to draft updates to the MDP and LUB.

STAY TUNED! As part of the second phase of 
engagement, there will be a community survey 
and in-person open houses later this fall where you 
will have the opportunity to review and provide 
your feedback on the draft potential changes to 
the MDP and LUB.

To stay up to date on the project, please visit: 
https://county.camrose.ab.ca/building-planning/ 
current-planning-projects/municipal-development-plan-
land-use-bylaw-review-updates-2022/ 

For more information, contact: 
Anjah Howard, Manager of Planning, 
planning@county.camrose.ab.ca or 780-678-3070
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The Universal Broadband Fund (UBF) is a $2.75 billion 
Federal program that aims to provide funding to internet projects 
across the country. The goal of the program is to improve internet 
speeds to reach the target of 50/10, with a focus on rural and 
remote communities. The Government of Alberta has initiated a 
similar strategy, making $390 million in funding available over 
the next four years. 

Why is funding required for broadband projects? Building 
broadband networks is expensive. While the cost differs depending 
on the distribution technology chosen, all methods require a 
significant capital investment. Because rural areas have relatively 
small populations spread over large areas, there are fewer 
customers requiring a greater investment to reach than in urban 
areas. Therefore, the business case (potential financial return) 
for a private internet service provider (ISP) to provide service or 
investment in rural areas is lower than in urban areas. This is similar 
to other utility services such as water and electricity in rural areas. 

In the Camrose County area, SWITCH was awarded funding from 
the Universal Broadband Fund to service 7,900 households east and 
southeast of Edmonton, including the Hay Lakes and Armena areas. 
It is expected that the company will be installing a tower in the 
northern edge of the County before the fall and residents close to 
the tower will hear from SWITCH with options to serve their homes 
with internet.

Unfortunately, many areas of Camrose County are still far below 
the targets of the Federal broadband strategy. In the digital 
world, this puts local businesses and residents at a disadvantage. 
Camrose County Council is concerned that funding for ‘rural’ 
internet is being focussed on small cities and towns, and the truly 
rural customers will continue to be at a disadvantage. For more 
information on the issues surrounding Rural Broadband, check out 
www.rmalberta.com and search Broadband.

Rural Broadband

What is 50/10?
This refers to 50 megabits per second 
download speed and 10 megabits 
per second upload speed, 
which is the Federal government’s 
targets for high speed internet.

If you want to test your 
internet speeds, check out:

CIRA Internet 
Performance 
Test – RMA 
(rmalberta.com)

Does Camrose County have a
Noise Bylaw?
One of the reasons many people choose to live in 
Camrose County is for the peace and quiet of rural 
living. Currently, Camrose County has a Noise Bylaw 
(Bylaw #1019) which is in effect in certain County 
Campgrounds. This bylaw imposes a “quiet time” 
during the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. in these County 
campgrounds. Recently, Council has heard requests 
for additional areas to be included in this Noise Bylaw. 
To date, Council has decided not to proceed with 
including additional areas in this bylaw. 

In general, Noise Bylaws are in effect during nighttime 
hours, and in a rural area such as Camrose County, 
there are very few instances where residents are being 
bothered by noises at night. Farming operations would 
be exempted from the requirements to abide by the 
Noise Bylaw, as they must often operate after hours 
during harvest and seeding times. 

Over the past 10 years, there have been only a handful 
of complaints related to noise, and in the situations 
that have come to County Peace Officers, a noise 
bylaw would not have been effective or applicable 
as the complaints did not involve noises during the 
night. These complaints were investigated under other 
existing Provincial or County legislation.

If you are experiencing any nuisance type issues (like 
noise complaints), please reach out to the County 
Peace Officers at protserv@county.camrose.ab.ca. 
This email is monitored by on duty officers and 
Protective Services staff. Please include as much 
information as possible. All complainants must supply 
their contact information which is kept confidential.
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Infrastructure Projects 
WATERLINE
The Braim to Ohaton waterline extension is now in operation 
and, effective June 20, 2022, the water supply for the hamlet of 
Ohaton has been transitioned to water supplied by the 
Capital Region Southwest Water Services Commission 
(CRSWSC).  The new water supply originates from the 
North Saskatchewan River and is treated at the EPCOR water 
treatment plant.

While the functional aspects of the waterline are wrapped 
up, there have been a number of minor surface works and 
landscaping deficiencies that Camrose County is working 
with the contractor to complete before the end of the 2022 
construction season. These items do not impact the operation 
of the waterline and residents along the new waterline should 
expect to see this cleaned up in the relatively short term.

Camrose County utility operators continue to familiarize 
themselves with the new waterline, while gaining an 
understanding of the capabilities and limitations of the system.  
As this system familiarization process progresses, additional 
individual services will be provided to eligible properties in 
accordance with Policy 9.07 – Rural Water Servicing.  To-date 
there have been several water service applications approved 
and some are completed, while others are simply pending 
installation. If you live in close proximity to the waterline 
(see map) and are interested in water service to your property, 
please contact the Public Works department to determine 
what is available for your location.

PAVING PROJECTS
Camrose County contracted Border Paving to complete the 
final lift of pavement on Pelican Point Road. This road has had 
a year-round 75% Road Ban and is now good to go at 100%!

BRIDGE PROJECTS
A number of bridge projects are at the engineering stage and will 
be undertaken during the fall of 2022 and in 2023. 

SHOULDER PULLING
Camrose County contractors will begin shoulder pulling in 
September and will target 20 miles to be completed this fall. 
You can see a map of the 2022 shoulder pulling projects on the 
County website under County Roads – Shoulder Pulling.



Did you know that the County Agriculture Services department has 
equipment available to rent for County residents? There is a list of available 

items and the applicable terms of rental for each item on the website. 
Some are available at no charge (other than a damage deposit). 
So, the next time you are looking for a skunk trap, or tackling a 
large patch of weeds, check out the list of available equipment.

https://county.camrose.ab.ca/agriculture-rural-life/
equipment-rental-information/

If you have questions about the items, 
please call the Ag. Services Department at 780-672-4765 or stop in 

at the ASB Office at 4238-37 Street (old Panhandle Building). 

Economic 
Development
Camrose County Council is 
committed to pursuing economic 
development in the County 
and supporting the businesses 
that call our County and area 
home. Traditionally, economic 
development has been allocated 
to various staff members as part 
of their duties. During budget 
deliberations last fall, Council made 
the decision to provide funding so 
that a dedicated staff person could 
be hired to focus on the Economic 
Development portfolio.  

Lina Petkeviciene accepted the 
position and began work in August. 
Lina will work with the Economic 
Development Committee 
(a committee of Council and 
members of the local business 
community) to develop strategies 
to promote County industrial areas, 
business attraction and retention, 
and more. 

Camrose County is pleased to 
welcome Lina to the team and 
to the community!

I am Lina Petkeviciene, a certified Community and Economic Development 
Officer with over 15 years of experience in project development and leadership. 
My professional experience comes from many years of developing, managing, 
and coordinating various projects and teams in collaboration with businesses, 
non-profit organizations, volunteers, local authorities, and agencies.

I originally came from Lithuania, and for the past 10 years I have lived and 
worked in Saskatchewan, in the Yorkton area. I have a Master’s in Business 
Administration, completed the Community and Economic Development 
program at the University of Waterloo and received my Professional Community 
and Economic Developer Certification. Last year, my team was awarded with 
the Saskatchewan Marketing Innovation Award of Excellence.

 I was pleased to accept the position of Economic Development Officer for 
Camrose County reporting directly to the Manager of Planning 
and Development Anjah Howard. My responsibilities 
include development and implementation of the 
Economic Development Strategy, community 
marketing, business attraction, retention, 
and expansion, maintaining a network of 
contacts, participating in various 
economic partnerships for various 
business development initiatives.

 My husband, Darius, who runs a carpentry 
business, and I raise three active children 
(16, 13 and 8 years old).

I’m excited to be a part of this 
community and look forward 
to meeting you all!

Did you know? 
Equipment 
Available 
to Rent 

Lina Petkeviciene
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CHANGES COMING TO

Online Booking 
for Pelican Point Campground
Camrose County campgrounds enjoyed another sunny summer. 
Most weekends, the campgrounds were booked to capacity and 
many people took advantage of the quieter weekdays to camp as 
well. In 2023, Camrose County will take over the online booking for the 
Pelican Point Campground. In the past, Reserve Alberta Parks provided 
this service to Camrose County. As Pelican Point Campground was the 
only non-provincial campground available on the Provincial online 
reservation system and as the province is developing a new system, 
they will no longer provide service to Camrose County.

Camrose County will be providing online reservations through 
CampSpot, a company with lots of experience and other Alberta 
clients. The new online reservation system will be similar to Reserve.
Alberta.Parks and will allow patrons to book sites beginning in early 
2023. Watch for information on the County website and social media 
in January. We look forward to serving our campground patrons! 

for the

Camrose County 
Seed Cleaning Plant

coming soon!

Watch for details on the

CELEBRATIONS



Whenever there is a sudden 
downpour there is a risk that your 
basement could experience a 
water backup problem. It is bad 
enough if clean rainwater backs 
up in your basement but imagine 
sewer water filling your basement. 
Fortunately, you can minimize 
the risk of this situation by taking 
a couple simple steps – and you 
may even save on insurance as a 
result!

1. Install a backwater valve. 
A backwater valve can be 
installed on a sewer line and 
is designed to allow water 
or sewer to only flow one 
way (out of your house!). 
In the event of a sudden 
rainfall, municipal wastewater 
lines (such as those in County Hamlets) can become 
overwhelmed, causing water or sewage to flow back 
towards your home. A backwater valve will keep this from 
occurring. Many insurance companies will offer a credit 
on home insurance with proof that a backwater valve is 
installed. 

2. Ensure your Sump Pump is not discharging into the 
sewer lines. A sump pump is a device that moves ground 
water away from your basement. When the water reaches 
a predetermined level, a pump is engaged that moves the 
water through pipes away from the home. Some sump 
pumps have been installed to discharge the water into the 
wastewater system (floor drain for example) in the home, 
rather than discharging out onto the yard and away from 
the home. This type of system seems to run successfully 
until there is a significant rainfall. The municipal wastewater 
system will already be dealing with a large amount of water, 
which is further overwhelmed by ground water being 
funnelled directly into the system through the sump pump. 
This can significantly increase the risk of sewage ending up 
in your basement and should be rectified to discharge the 
water out and away from the home. Sump pumps require 
regular maintenance, so check them at least once a year to 
ensure everything will be in working order when you need 
it most.

How does a backwater valve work?

PREVENTING

Basement Flooding
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Rural Address Signs
The blue rural addressing signs are 
important to emergency services. 
Please check that your sign is 
visible and in good condition. 
Replacement signs can be obtained 
from the County for a nominal fee.

Farmland 
Assessment 
The County answers many questions about the 
assessment of property, particularly during tax 
time. One of the common questions is about the 
assessment (or taxes) that come from farmland. 

Farmland is a Regulated Assessment, similar to 
Oil & Gas properties, or Linear assessments like 
pipelines. This means that farmland assessments 
are governed and regulated by the Municipal 
Government Act, associated Regulations and 
the applicable Minister’s Guidelines of Farmland 
Assessment. The valuation standard for farmland 
assessment is based on “agricultural use value” as 
determined by the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
from year to year. In Alberta, the “agricultural use 
value” is divided into three categories, each with 
farmland rates: Dryland Arable, Pasture Land, and 
Irrigated Arable. There are no irrigated farmlands 
found in Camrose County. Many factors are 
considered by the province in determining 
the agricultural use value such as soil class, 
cultivation depth and color, acidity and more; 
and in applying deductions from this value which 
recognize location, and other limiting factors. For 
each parcel of farmland the number of acres in 
the category will be multiplied by the assessable 
rate set by the Province for those acres. 
Camrose County has no authority to vary 
the agricultural (assessment) use value. 

The County sets the tax rate for farmland that is 
then multiplied by the assessed value of the acres 
in the parcel to arrive at an amount owing for 
taxes on that agricultural land. 

Here is a simplified 
example of a quarter 
of agricultural land

Camrose County’s 
Farmland rate is 
comparable with 
neighbouring 
counties. In 2022, 
a total of $1.97 million in property tax was generated from farmland in 
Camrose County, which is about 12% of the total property taxes for 2022.

Farmland Valuation
(no home or residence on this sample quarter)
27 acres class 2 soil + 57 acres class 3 soil + 71 acres pasture 

= 155 acres total 
Assigned value (Provincial) = 20,240

Multiplied by the Tax Rate (16.8382 in 2022) = $340.81 Property Taxes
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Camrose County was pleased to partner with the 
Men’s Shed of Camrose to supply a

Little Library for the 
community of Tillicum
Shown here are Grayson, Caleb and Andrew Nichol 
enjoying the little library while visiting in Tillicum.

Thank you to Peggy Tollefson for spearheading 
this project!

New Playground!New Playground!
Opening soon in New Norway!


